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For teenage thinking minds (aged 13+) 

Fic6on 
Book Title Author  About the book  
Sophie’s World Jostein 

Gaarder 
 

 

When 14-year-old Sophie encounters a mysterious mentor who 
introduces her to philosophy, mysteries deepen in her own life. Why 
does she keep getting postcards addressed to another girl? Who is the 
other girl? And who, for that matter, is Sophie herself? To solve the 
riddle, she uses her new knowledge of philosophy, but the truth is far 
stranger than she could have imagined. We are the white rabbit being 
pulled out of the hat. The only difference between us and the white rabbit 
is that the rabbit does not realize it is taking part in a magic trick 

The Sage Train Nicky 
Hansell 

 

Hailed as a triumph by teachers, students and dinner party guests, this 
book has a humorous, accessible tone that makes abstract ideas seem 
easy and shows how philosophical quesDons remain at the core of our 
lives. 

Flowers for 
Algernon 

Daniel 
Keyes 

 

 

Flowers for Algernon is the beloved, classic story of a mentally disabled 
man whose experimental quest for intelligence mirrors that of Algernon, 
an extraordinary lab mouse. In poignant diary entries, Charlie tells how a 
brain operaDon increases his IQ and changes his life. As the experimental 
procedure takes effect, Charlie's intelligence expands unDl it surpasses 
that of the doctors who engineered his metamorphosis. The experiment 
seems to be a scienDfic breakthrough of paramount importance--unDl 
Algernon begins his sudden, unexpected deterioraDon. Will the same 
happen to Charlie? 

Never let me 
go 

Kazuo 
Ishiguro 

 

As children, Kathy, Ruth, and Tommy were students at Hailsham, an 
exclusive boarding school secluded in the English countryside. It was a 
place of mercurial cliques and mysterious rules where teachers were 
constantly reminding their charges of how special they were. Now, years 
later, Kathy is a young woman. Ruth and Tommy have reentered her life. 
And for the first Dme she is beginning to look back at their shared past 
and understand just what it is that makes them special—and how that giR 
will shape the rest of their Dme together. 

The Outsider Albert 
Camus 

 

 

Meursault leads an unremarkable bachelor life in Algiers unDl he commits 
a random act of violence. His lack of emoDon and failure to show remorse 
only increase his guilt in the eyes of the law, and challenge the 
fundamental values of society - a set of rules so binding that any person 
breaking them is condemned as an outsider. For Meursault, this is an 
insult to his reason; for Camus it encapsulates the absurdity of life. In The 
Outsider (1942), his classic existenDalist novel, Camus explores the 
predicament of the individual who is prepared to face the indifference of 
the universe, courageously and alone. 

How to teach 
Philosophy to 
your dog 

Anthony 
McGowan 

 
 
 

 

Because man's best friend deserves to know the secrets of how to live a 
good life, too. Monty was just like any other dog. A scruffy and irascible 
Maltese terrier, he enjoyed barking at pugs and sniffing at trees. But after 
yet another dramatic confrontation with the local Rottweiler, Anthony 
McGowan realizes it's high time he and Monty had a chat about what 
makes him a good or a bad dog. Taking his lead from Monty's canine 
antics, McGowan takes us on a hilarious and enlightening jaunt through 
the major debates of philosophy. Will Kant convince Monty to stop 
stealing cheesecake? How long will they put up with Socrates poking 
holes in every argument? 
In this uniquely entertaining take on morality and ethics, the dutiful duo 
set out to uncover who--if anyone--has the right end of the ethical stick 
and can tell us how best to live one's life. 

 



Non-Fic6on 
Book Title Author  About the book 
The 
Philosophy 
Files 

Stephen 
Law 

 

Is there a God, should I eat meat, where does the universe come from, 
could I live for ever as a robot These are the big quesDons readers will be 
wrestling with in this thoroughly enjoyable book. Dip into any chapter 
and you will find lively scenarios and dialogues to take you through 
philosophical puzzles ancient and modern, involving virtual reality, 
science ficDon and a host of characters from this and other planets. The 
text is interspersed on every page with lively cartoons, and there is a list 
of philosophical jargon at the end. 

The 
Philosophy 
Gym 

Stephen 
Law 

 
 

 

Where did the universe come from Is Dme travel possible Are geneDcally 
designed babies morally acceptable If you have ever asked yourself such 
quesDons, then you have already begun to think philosophically. This 
book is for those who want to take the next step. Stephen Law poses 
quesDons about some of the most important philosophical issues of 
today - and of yesterday. Light-hearted quesDons about whether a pickled 
sheep is really art rub shoulders with more profound and Dme-honoured 
fears about whether God exists. In this radically new way of looking at 
philosophy, Stephen Law illustrates the problem with a story then lets 
both sides of the argument ba_le it out in clear, easily digesDble and 
intelligent prose. And, by separaDng each issue into a disDnct secDon, it is 
possible to dip in and out of in any order and at any Dme you like 

Philosophy: 
The basics 

Nigel 
Warburton 

 

 

‘Philosophy: The Basics deservedly remains the most recommended 
introduction to philosophy on the market. Warburton is patient, 
accurate and, above all, clear. There is no better short introduction to 
philosophy.’ - Stephen Law, author of The Philosophy Gym 

Philosophy: The Basics gently eases the reader into the world of 
philosophy. Each chapter considers a key area of philosophy, explaining 
and exploring the basic ideas and themes 

 
A liUle History 
of Philosophy 

Nigel 
Warburton 

 
 
 

 

“A primer in human existence: philosophy has rarely seemed so lucid, so 
important, so worth doing and so easy to enter into. . . . A wonderful 
introduc@on for anyone who’s ever felt curious about almost 
anything."―Sarah Bakewell, author of How To Live: A Life of Montaigne 
in One QuesFon and Twenty AGempts at an Answer 
 
This engaging book introduces the great thinkers in Western philosophy 
and explores their most compelling ideas about the world and how best 
to live in it. 
  
In forty brief chapters, Nigel Warburton guides us on a chronological tour 
of the major ideas in the history of philosophy. He provides interesDng 
and oRen quirky stories of the lives and deaths of thought-provoking 
philosophers from Socrates, who chose to die by hemlock poisoning 
rather than live on without the freedom to think for himself, to Peter 
Singer, who asks the disquieDng philosophical and ethical quesDons that 
haunt our own Dmes. 
 

What does it 
all mean? 

Thomas 
Nagel 

 

In this cogent and accessible introducDon to philosophy, the disDnguished 
author of Mortal QuesHons and The View From Nowhere sets forth the 
central problems of philosophical inquiry for the beginning student. 
Arguing that the best way to learn about philosophy is to think about its 
quesDons directly, Thomas Nagel considers possible soluDons to nine 
problems--knowledge of the world beyond our minds, knowledge of 
other minds, the mind-body problem, free will, the basis of morality, right 
and wrong, the nature of death, the meaning of life, and the meaning of 
words. Although he states his own opinions clearly, Nagel leaves these 
fundamental quesDons open, allowing students to entertain other 
soluDons and encouraging them to think for themselves. 

  



Book Title Author  About the book  
The Pig that 
wants to be 
eaten 

Julian 
Baggini 

 

Perfect for giRing to lovers of philosophy or mining intelligent ice-breaker 
topics for your next party, The Pig That Wants to Be Eaten offers one 
hundred philosophical puzzles that sDmulate thought on a host of moral, 
social, and personal dilemmas. Taking examples from sources as diverse 
as Plato and Steven Spielberg, author Julian Baggini presents abstract 
philosophical issues in concrete terms, suggesDng possible soluDons 
while encouraging readers to draw their own conclusions 

The duck that 
won the 
loUery 

Julian 
Baggini 

 

This latest book from the pop philosophy author of The Pig That Wants to 
Be Eaten tackles an endlessly fascinaDng area of popular debate-the 
faulty argument. Julian Baggini provides a rapid-fire selecDon of short, 
sDmulaDng, and entertaining quotes from a wide range of famous people 
in poliDcs, the media, and entertainment, including Donald Rumsfeld, 
Emma Thompson, Tony Blair, Bill Clinton, and Chris MarDn. Each entry 
takes as its starDng point an example of highly quesDonable-though oddly 
persuasive-reasoning from a broad variety of subjects. As Baggini teases 
out the logic in the illogical, armchair philosophers and aficionados of the 
absurd will find themselves nodding their heads as they laugh out 
loud. The Duck That Won the LoMery is perfect fodder for any cocktail 
party and pure pleasure for anyone who loves a good brain twister 

The 
Philosopher 
Queens 

Rebecca 
Buxton and 
Lisa 
Whi5ng 

 

Where are the women philosophers? The answer is right here.The 
history of philosophy has not done women justice: you've probably heard 
the names Plato, Kant, Nietzsche and Locke ― but what about Hypatia, 
Arendt, Oluwole and Young? 

The Philosopher Queens is a long-awaited book about the lives and works 
of women in philosophy by women in philosophy. This collection brings 
to centre stage twenty prominent women whose ideas have had a 
profound ― but for the most part uncredited ― impact on the world. 

For anyone who has wondered where the women philosophers are, or 
anyone curious about the history of ideas ― it's time to meet the 
philosopher queens. 
 

You Kant make 
it up 

Gary 
Hayden 

 

Drawing on the writings of the great philosophers, You Kant Make it Up 
sends the reader on thrilling, non-stop tour of their most outrageous and 
counter-intuitive conclusions. Harry Potter is real. Matter doesn't exist. 
Dan Brown is better than Shakespeare. All these statements stem from 
philosophy's greatest minds, from Plato to Nietzsche. What were they 
thinking? Overflowing with compelling arguments for the downright 
strange - many of which are hugely influential today - popular 
philosopher Gary Hayden shows that just because something is odd, 
doesn't mean that someone hasn't argued for it. Spanning ethics, logic, 
politics, sex and religion, this unconventional introduction to philosophy 
will challenge your assumptions, expand your horizons, infuriate, 
entertain and amuse you. 

The big think 
book 

Peter Cave 

 

Philosophy transports us from the wonderful to the weird, from the 
funny to the very serious indeed. With the aid of tall stories, jokes, 
fascinating insights and common sense, Peter Cave offers a 
comprehensive survey of all areas of philosophy, addressing the big 
puzzles in ethics and politics, metaphysics and knowledge, religion and 
the emotions, aesthetics and logic. Replete with a smorgasbord of 
amusing and mind-boggling examples, The Big Think Book is perfect for 
anyone who delights in life’s conundrums 

  



Book Title Author  About the book  
The 
Philosophy 
Book 

DK 

 

What existed before the Universe was created? Where does self-worth 
come from? Do the ends always jus@fy the means? 
 
The Philosophy Book answers the most profound quesDons we all have. It 
is your visual guide to the fundamental nature of existence, society, and 
how we think. 
 
Wri_en in plain English, with pithy explanaDons of branches of 
philosophy such as metaphysics and ethics, it untangles complicated 
theories and makes sense of abstract concepts. It is an ideal reference 
whether you're a student or a general reader, with simple explanaDons of 
big ideas, including the four noble truths, the soul, class struggle, moral 
purpose, and good and evil 

How 
Philosophy 
works 

 

 

DemysDfying the key ideas of the world's greatest philosophers, and 
exploring all of the most important branches of thought including 
philosophy of science, philosophy of religion and feminist philosophy in a 
uniquely visual way, this book is the perfect introducDon to the history of 
philosophy. 
 
A clear and accessible guide to philosophy, How Philosophy 
Works combines bold infographics and jargon-free text to demysDfy 
fundamental concepts. Covering everything from ethics to epistemology 
and phenomenology, the book presents the ideas and theories of key 
philosophical tradiDons and philosophers - from Plato and Socrates to 
Nietzsche and Wi_genstein via Kant - in a novel, easy-to-understand way. 
 
Its infographics will help you to understand the elements of philosophy 
on a conceptual level and, by tackling life's "big quesDons", it will help 
you to look at the world in an enDrely new way. 

Philosophers – 
their lives and 
workd 

 

 

Introduced with a stunning portrait of each featured philosopher, the 
biographies 
trace the ideas, friendships, loves, and rivalries that inspired the great 
thinkers and influenced their work, providing revealing insights into what 
drove them to quesDon the meaning of life, and come up with new ways 
of understanding the world and the history of ideas. 
 
Lavishly illustrated with photographs and painDngs of philosophers, their 
homes, friends, studies, and their personal belongings, together with 
pages from original manuscripts, first ediDons, and correspondence, this 
book introduces the key ideas, themes, and working methods of each 
featured individual, sejng their ideas within a wider historical and 
cultural context. CharDng the development of ideas across the centuries 
in both the East and West, from ancient Chinese philosophy to the work 
of contemporary thinkers, Philosophers provides a compelling glimpse 
into the personal lives, loves, and influences of the great philosophers as 
they probed into life's "big ideas" 

The Forking 
Trolley 

James 
Russell 

 

Inspired by the hugely popular sitcom The Good Place, which uses a 
comic format to examine moral dilemmas and schools of ethical thought, 
this is a brief tour of the main issues that face humans when we try to 
"do the right thing." Using tradiDonal and modern thought experiments, 
as well as 21st century dilemmas from the eDque_e of texDng to the 
narcissism of "selfie" culture, here is everything you need to know about 
reaching a good place in life. 

 

 

 


